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The All-India Muslim League was foi mally founded in December
1906 at Dacca where Muslims front the various provinces had
assembled in connection with the Muslim Kdueatioual Conference,
The first resolution, moved by the Nawab of Dacca, stated the
objective of the League: "(a) To promote, anmntf the Musahnam
of India, feelings of loyalty to the British Government, to remove any
misconception that may arise as to the intention of Government with
regard to any of the measures* (b) To protect and advance the political
rights and interests of the Musalmans of India and to respectfully
represent their needs and aspirations to the Government* (e) To
prevent the rise among the Musalmans of India, of any feeling of
hostility towards other communities without prejudice to the other
afore-mentioned objects of the Leagued Its constitution was framed
in December 1907 at Karachi and was ratified in r;)oB at Lueknow,
According to the constitution of the League there was a permanent
president who was the Aga Khan till 1914, when he resigned owing
to a radical change being made in the creed of the I ,eague that year,
The grudging and halting reforms came into existence an a result
of political agitation in the country. They were always a sop and
never a willing surrender of power, Kvcn John Stuart Mill took it for
granted that India was not one of "the dependencies whose populu*
tion is in a sufficiently advanced state to be fitted for representative
government'5. The Council** Act of iBjju, thirty years after the act of
1861, was the result of agitation continually made by the Congress,
By this act the number of councillors was increased and provision
was made for the nomination of name members on the recommenda-
tion of statutory local bodies, universities and chambers of commerce,
though the principle of election was not recognised in explicit terms.
The right of interpellation was given, but without the right of
supplementary questions. Councils could discuss the budget in
general terms but no motion of reduction was allowed, neither could
members move resolutions. The Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909 were
a step in the conciliation of Indian opinion by the British Govern-
ment. The reforms in no way indicated the real progress of the
nation but revealed only British tactics to sidetrack the main muz
of freedom.
In November 1910 Lord Hardinge succeeded Lord Minto, On
December 12, 1911 an Imperial Durbar was held in Delhi and the
Emperor, George V, was present. The transfer of the scat of the